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Happy New Year and a very warm welcome to a new year at Greenacres School.  We trust you are feeling relaxed and refreshed after the holiday break.

A very special welcome to new families to the school,  and our new staff member, Mr Alan Bilton.

Term Dates for 2012 are

Term 1  
Tuesday 31 January 




Thursday 05 April
Term 2  
Monday 23 April

 

Friday 29 June
Term 3  
Monday 16 July 



Friday 28 September
Term 4 
Monday 15 October 


 
Thursday 13 December

Class Placements for 2012

A considerable amount of thought and time over the holiday period went into placing the students into the most suitable classes for 2012. Student placements are now final and no alterations will be made.

Staffing

Room 1
Mrs Farrand/Mrs Huggins



Year 1

Room 4
Miss Murdoch/Mrs Donohue



Year 1/2
Room 5
Mrs Wild



Year 2/3
Room 6
Ms Harrison



Year 3/4
Room 7
Mr Farrand/Mr Bilton


 
Year 6
Room 8
Mr Young



Year 4/5
Room 9
Mrs Reed



Year 4/5

Important Term 1 Dates

31 Jan

Term 1 commences

13 & 14 Feb
Visit to Te Papa
27 Feb

Yr 6 Camp Week commences 

05 Apr

Term 1 finishes

Greenacres School Information Booklet for 2012
Today, the eldest child of each family will be bringing home a copy of our Information Booklet for 2012.

There is an enormous amount of very important information in this booklet that you should read now.  Please keep our information booklet for reference during the year.  The booklet outlines class structures, class teachers, term dates and aspects regarding your child’s progress to mention just a few of the main items in there.

Please note further copies of this booklet are available on our school website http://www.greenacres.school.nz
Student Management System
The school is starting 2012 with a totally new Student Management System, which covers student administration, absences and assessment.  All members of staff are having to learn the new system so your patience and understanding while we all get to grips with it will be appreciated.

Visit to Te Papa

This is advance notice that all students will be visiting Te Papa  on either 13 or 14 February, to learn about New Zealand’s history. There will be a cost for the visit as students will be travelling by bus.  More information about this will be coming home in due course.

School Stationery

We are selling stationery in a pack which should contain all the requirements for your child/ren for the year.  Students who have already purchased their stationery will receive their pack in the classroom in the next few days.  We would appreciate parents’ sending payment for stationery to school as soon as possible so students can get underway quickly with a busy year’s work.  Pack prices are as follows:

New Entrants

$68.00 (includes several 


items that are one-off 


purchases)

Year 1
& Year 2
$25.00

Year 3


$36.00

Years 4, 5 & 6

$25.00 

Newsletters

Except for today each family will receive the school newsletter on Wednesdays.  Those who received email newsletters last year will again receive them via email every Wednesday. If you do not wish to receive email newsletters this year, or if your email address has changed from last year please advise the office. 

All hardcopies of newsletters will be given to the eldest child in the family, and have a return slip on the bottom, which we ask you to return to your child’s teacher by Friday of each week so that we can monitor that our newsletters actually have reached home. 

All email newsletter receivers do not need to complete a return slip.

Newsletters are also posted each Wednesday afternoon on our school website http://www.greenacres.school.nz
School Patrol 
As soon as the team has completed training (hopefully by the end of next week) the School Patrol will be out once again, patrolling the crossing outside the front gate of school from 8.30 – 8.55am and 2.45 – 3.15pm each day.  In the meantime, Mr Tony Milner, our road patrol supervisor, will be out supervising the crossing himself.

Clothing

As outlined in our Information Book, we ask that parents clearly name (with the current owner’s name!) all items of clothing sent to school – please note that initials are often not very helpful.  All named clothing that is found will be returned immediately to its owner.  Unnamed clothing will be collected from around the school on Friday afternoons and displayed outside the administration block for collection.  Any items left at 3.15pm will be disposed of.

Sunhats

During Terms 1 and 4 we require all our students to wear a hat which protects the face, ears and back of the neck from the sun whenever they are outside.  This is done for the benefit of all students and has been done under advice from the Cancer Society of NZ, which has awarded us with “Sunsmart Accreditation”.
Please visit the Cancer Society web site at http://www.cancernz.org.nz for more details on being sunsmart.
Payments to Greenacres School

If you are sending money to school in the form of a cheque, please always make the cheque payable to Greenacres School, unless advised otherwise.  We can accept payments at the office by eftpos, Visa and Mastercard.  All cash and cheque payments should be sent to school with your child in a named envelope (reuse your old envelopes) and given to the class teacher.  You can also arrange direct credits to the school’s bank account 123254 0004195 00 or internet transfers.
Smoke Free Environment

Please note that under the Smoke Free Environments Act, smoking is not permitted in any area of our school buildings or grounds at any time.
Kelly Club

Kelly Club operates before and after school care at Greenacres School in the school hall. For further information, please contact Kelly Club on 027 241 4295.

WE NEED HELP PLEASE!!!!!!!
Sausage Cooking on Mondays and Fridays
As a service to parents we have in past years had sausages for sale on Mondays and Fridays. We need some volunteers to cook the sausages.  If we have sufficient people it may be that it is only a once every few weeks task.   The barbeque, sausages and bread are all located at school – it is just a matter of cooking the sausages which only takes about 20 minutes.
If you are able to help, please indicate at the end of this newsletter, outlining which days you would be available to help. Please also note that all sausage sale profits are put towards reducing the cost of the Year 6 camp.  Sausage sales will commence next week.

Voluntary Classroom Helpers

We would really appreciate having parents who are able to help our teachers on a regular weekly basis, with tasks such as photocopying, sticking and pasting, collecting and returning resources around the school etc.  
If you are interested in helping our teachers, please indicate on the return slip below.

Please note that this voluntary assistance would be on a regular basis.

The first Events Committee meeting of the year will be held  this Thursday, 2 February, at 7.30pm in the school staffroom.  

Parents and caregivers of all our new students are very welcome, along with any other parents who would like to be involved this year.

Keyboard lessons 

Keyboard lessons will be held on Friday mornings in Room 3.  The cost will be $80 per student, plus book costs, for Term One.  Students will need to have a Keyboard or Piano at home for practice.  Lessons are available for students in Year 2 and above.  

For registration and enquiries, please contact Jean Hollier.  Ph: 2326491 or GJnZ@xnet.co.nz
Saturday Piano or Keyboard Lessons

Michael Pansters offers keyboard or piano lessons in Tawa on Saturdays, $20 for a 30 minute 1-on-1 lesson. His contact number is 021 120 5040.

Regards
Graeme Schofield

Principal

Newsletter Return Slip

Please return to your child’s teacher by Friday 03 February.

I received Newsletter 12/01 on ....................

Signed          ………….…….……….............

Child’s Name….……….……………….…....

Room No       ….….

--------------------------------
Sausage Cooking
I am available to cook sausages on Mondays / Fridays 
Signed          ………….…….……….............

Child’s Name….……….……………….…....

Room No       ….….


Voluntary Classroom Helpers

I can/cannot help out in the classrooms as a voluntary classroom helper
I would be available on:

Monday          Tuesday           Wednesday          Thursday            Friday
 (Please circle)
I can help out from ………………………  to ………………………..
(Please state times available)
Signed          ………….…….……….............

Child’s Name….……….……………….…....

Room No       ….….
Out of School Events





Events Committee
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