
Important Dates
29 August         New parents afternoon tea
13 Sept             Young-Tilley Cup Rugby
20-23 Sept        Puāwai Camp
30 Sept             Term 3 ends

Phone:        232 6445
Cell Phone 021 02565206 (if you prefer texting
absences and if the landline is not working)

Term Dates
Term 1 02 Feb - 14 April
Term 2 02 May - 08 July
Term 3 25 July - 30 Sept
Term 4 17 Oct - 14 Dec

Useful Links
greenacres.school.nz
schooldocs.co.nz

Rāapa 17 Here-turi-kōkā 2022

Namaste
Today's greeting is Namaste. This is a respectful and customary Hindu greeting and used across
the world and by many of our school families. It is often spoken with a slight bow and hands
pressed together.

Events Committee
Ngā mihi nui to our wonderful Events Committee! Through their hard work and of course the
support of whānau, there has been over $9000 raised over the last 18 months. This is truly an
incredible effort especially given the difficult economic times. The Events Committee has continued
to adapt and come up with fundraising events that make a real difference to the tamariki and our
school.

The money that has been raised has been well used. It has meant that we have been able to
ensure that the children continue to have quality devices in the classrooms. This year we were able
to purchase additional Chromebooks and iPads which are invaluable in our classrooms.

Additionally, we have been able to order materials for the outside play area in Kano. This will
include a new ‘mud kitchen” as well as ‘moonhoppers’. The equipment will provide opportunities for
our youngest children to develop gross and fine motor skills; as well as oral language all while
having heaps of fun. These types of activities are also particularly useful for our children as they
are transitioning to school from ECE. We are putting a new storage shed up next to the PE shed.
This will house the gardening gear freeing up the old shed for Kano play equipment. The shed was
kindly donated by Bunnings but we needed building products to construct the shed.

Money raised also meant we were able to refresh our PE shed with a range of items such as balls,
vortex and Kio rahi material. We were also fortunate to have contributions from the Hill whānau
(and the Russell Clark Trust) meaning we are well stocked at present.

With a new BOT coming into office in September, this provides a great chance to discuss effective
ways for the Events Committee to work closely with the BOT into the future.



KETE (Kids Enhancing the Tawa Eco-System)
Our planting day last Wednesday was absolutely fantastic and another example of our tamariki
acting as Kaitiaki of the environment. The weather came right and everyone thoroughly enjoyed
being part of the Tawa wide collective effort. The estimates were that there have been 5400 trees
put in the ground by schools across Tawa and of that 5400, Greenacres tamariki planted around
1000. The plan is that we will be invited to visit again in 6 months or so to do some weeding and
check on the trees. Then next year during the planting session, we will be able to plant more trees.

Of course, you are welcome to visit the area. It is very peaceful and looks even better with so many
trees now planted. Once you reach the planting site, you will see the Greenacres School sign
showing ‘our’ trees on the left hand side as you head up. The address is 473 Takapū Valley Road.

Whare Roopu - House Groups
We enjoyed our own Commonwealth Games event yesterday, as we collaborated in House Groups
/ Whare Roopu. Tamariki had the chance to play games from different parts of the world. These
included traditional Māori games such as Poi Rakau and Tereina. We also played a Samoan game
called Lape and Stapu (hopscotch), Koh-Koh, Kabaddi and Catch the Dragon’s Tail from Asia. It
was a wonderful afternoon with plenty of laughter, fun and RKMCS on display.



Planning for 2023
While we are still only in August, we have been giving thought to 2023. Can you please let us know
if you have any plans for 2023 which may see you leaving Greenacres School. Conversely, if you
know someone is coming to join us, can you encourage them to make contact. This type of
information is very useful for us as we think about our organisation for 2023.

Term Dates 2023
Term 1: Monday 30 Jan (Meet the Teacher during the day)  - Tues 31 Jan (First day of classes)  -
Thurs 6 Apr includes Waitangi Day.
Term Break: Friday 7 April - 23 April

Term 2: Mon 24 April - Fri 30 June includes ANZAC (25 April), TOD on (2 June) and Queens'
Birthday (5 June)
Term Break: 1 July - 16 July

Term 3: Mon 17 July - Fri 22 Sept
Term Break: 23 September - 8 October

Term 4: Mon 9 Oct - Fri 15 Dec includes TOD (20 Oct) and Labour Day (23 October)

Winter Sports

Players of the Day 13 August
Netball                              Emi Bowden
Hockey Yr 3/4 Lightning Ella Burrage
Hockey Yr 5/6 Storm        Tyler Taurua

Tawa Zone Swimming Sports

We will report back in more detail, but just to say that the Greenacre School tamariki were tu meke
at today’s event. The results were very impressive; as was the effort and attitude.

Mā te wā
Mike Thomas
Tumuaki



BOARD UPDATE

Last Wednesday we held our first board meeting for Term 3.

Mrs Alve and Mrs Peacock presented mid-year achievement data to the board. It was great to hear
the positive improvements in reading and maths, but equally the challenges that Covid and health
has meant for other areas. We are satisfied that Greenacres will continue to grow through the
second half of the year.

The board also discussed and approved the school camp to be held in week 9. We know students
are looking forward to all the exciting activities, experiences and learning that will take place. We
appreciate all the planning that has taken place and those volunteering to be parent helpers.

This meeting was the final for the current board. The next board meeting has been scheduled for
Monday 19 September at 5:30. This will provide an opportunity to farewell the departing board and
welcome the incoming board.

Please ensure you vote in the election. Voting closes Wednesday 7 September 2022 at 4pm. The
new board takes office from 14 September.



COMMUNITY NOTICES

Parent Support Groups are get togethers for parents or caregivers raising children with
disabilities, neurodiverse conditions, health impairments or special needs. They are safe spaces
for family and whanau to share and learn information from each other to help and support your
along your journey. A Tawa group meets each month on the first Wednesday of the month. For
more information contact Due on 027 8083947 or suet@parent2parent.org.nz

Tawa Swimming Club’s aim is to promote, foster and encourage swimming beyond
Learn-to-Swim. Swim for fitness, fun and to compete. Be part of a team, make new friends, achieve
goals, gain confidence. For more information visit the Tawa Swimming Club facebook page or
website www.swimtawa.org.nz or email captain@swimtawa.org.nz

If your child loves doing Cartwheels, Handstands & Flips, then they
will thrive at Bigair Gym! Bigair Gym classes are excellent for fun,
focus and fitness! Children learn new skills and develop personal
confidence and self-achievement! Strong focus is given to safety and
technique, ranging from fundamentals to advanced skills. The
structured classes follow a Bigair Badge Programme, which creates
focused learning, and allows children to achieve and progress!
Classes include GYMNASTICS, TRAMPOLINING, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING (that’s parkour
with flips) & CHEERLEADING! Inquire about Bigair BIRTHDAY PARTIES too!
GET IN QUICK FOR TERM 3 GYM CLASSES & BIGAIRS POPULAR HOLIDAY PROGRAMME!
Bookings open Mon 27 June. Booking in is easy online at www.bigairgym.co.nz or contact Bigair
Gym Tawa office 2323508 today or email office@bigairgym.co.nz We would love to hear from you.
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