Important Dates
25 May
School Photos
30 May -2 June Pink Shirt Week
3 June
Teacher Only Day
6 June
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
24 June
Matariki Holiday

Term Dates
Term 1 02 Feb - 14 April
Term 2 02 May - 08 July
Term 3 25 July - 30 Sept
Term 4 17 Oct - 14 Dec
Useful Links
greenacres.school.nz
schooldocs.co.nz

Rāapa 25 Haratua 2022
Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Namaste, Ni hao, Shalom, As-salāmu
ʿalaykum and Greetings
Nau mai haere mai
On Monday we welcomed Amelie Wilkin to Kano. We wish her and her family all the best on
their learning journey with us.
Tawa Zone Cross Country
We had an amazing day at Grenada North Park yesterday at Tawa Zone Cross Country. The
reports were glowing about how well we performed both ‘on and off’ the course. The races
were very competitive and all our participants gave 100%. Additionally, we rocked the RKMCs
while waiting for the races and supporting others. The following children did exceptionally well
by qualifying for the Interzone Competition. In brackets is the place they came in their race. I
know a number of others missed out on qualifying by only a small margin.

Year 4 Girls

Year 4 Boys

Year 5 Boys

Ella Burrage (1)
Avaanika Shetty (4)
Francesca Gillespie (5)
Georgia Alderson (8)

Gideon du Preez (3)
Louis Cherrington (4)

Maddox Murray (2)
Brynn Evans (8)
Jacob Lunny (9)

Year 6 Girls

Year 6 Boys

Amelia Broadley (1)
Sophia Pinkham (2)

Sam Burrage (4)
Archie Precious (8)

Early arrivers at School
We have had a number of tamariki arriving at school very early in the morning. Before school is
an important preparation time for staff. Can you please ensure that your children arrive after
8.30am. Kelly Club is open for families who require before or after school care. Please talk to us
if there is a particular situation that we may be able to help with.
Student Council
Our Student Councillors had a fantastic day at the National Young Leader Day NYLD
yesterday. They heard a range of inspirational speakers including Sam Johnson, Brylee Mills,
Georgia Latu and were even treated to a short concert by Georgia Lines. There were many
discussions about and stories of resilience. We look forward to seeing these wonderful young
leaders continue to lead and take action to make our school (and the world) a better place.
On that note, the Student Council will be promoting Pink Shirt Week next week. While there
will be a focus on each day, a highlight will be Thursday, where everyone is encouraged to wear
pink to signal that we are a Bully Free Zone and that we Speak Up, Stand Together to Stop
Bullying. The Student Council will provide more information shortly.
Ngati Toa Rangātira Tiriti Settlement and Greenacres School
You may have noticed in the news recently that Ngati Toa Rangātira have taken up the option to
“purchase and lease back” the land that sits below a number of schools in the area. This
included Greenacres School meaning that Ngati Toa are our landowners. The MOE continues
to own the school buildings (except for the hall which is owned by the BOT). In communication
with the MOE, it has been made quite clear that this will not have any impact in terms of the day
to day operations of the school. It does offer another great opportunity to continue to engage
and strengthen our relationship with Ngati Toa. We will keep you informed about progress in this
vital area.

Science Week
We have been enjoying Science Week. Today we split into Whānau Whare (House) Groups and
engaged in a range of science activities.

Teacher Only Day
We have a Teacher Only Day planned for Friday 3 June. These days are incredibly valuable for
the staff and are part of the NZEI Accord Agreement to address workload for teachers. Your
support is much appreciated. Kelly Club will be open for those who need it, contact Choy on
027 2414295 or book online at www.kellyclub.co.nz
Winter Sports
Players of Day
Netball
Hockey Yr 3/4 Lightning
Hockey Yr 5/6 Storm

Cora Keen
Maisie Dillon
Lilly Currey

School Photos
School photos were taken today. All students were given a ‘shoot key’ by the photographer
which can be used to order photos for those who have not already pre-ordered.
Covid
Pleasingly, we continue to have relatively low Covid numbers at Greenacres. Today we have
one child away with Covid and 8 isolating as household contacts. Thankfully, we are avoiding
any major spikes but Covid does continue to smolder away. We keep our guard up and monitor
the situation carefully especially with the weather getting colder and as we enter the cold and flu
season.
Sausage Sizzle
Sausage Sizzle on Friday this week.

Tawa College
Our thoughts have been with the Tawa College community. As I am sure you are aware, their
last week has been very difficult. I took a bunch of flowers around to the college on Monday and
wished them all the best from Greenacres.
Coincidentally, we had a visit today from Wade Harrison from Harrison Tew. Harrison Tew
specialises in emergency management and we have been working with them for around a year
ensuring our processes reflect ‘best practice'. As a result we have robust emergency
management plans. In the event of an emergency, you will be notified via Hero and then
directed to the website for further information. Please do not come to the school or ring as this
could impact on our ability to respond and keep everyone safe.
The safety of our students, staff and community is paramount to us.
Ngā mihi nui
Mike Thomas
Tumuaki

BOARD UPDATE
Board Member
Last Tuesday the Board held its first meeting for Term 2. This was Abby Leota's last meeting as
a board member. Abby has stepped down from the Board to allow her to focus on study and
family. I would like to thank Abby for her service over the past three years. She has been an
integral part of the Board and has driven us to think more holistically about student
achievement, Te Tiriti and cultural diversity.

Triennial Elections
Over the coming weeks we will start providing more information on the upcoming triennial
school board elections. The election date for Greenacres will be Wednesday 7 September. We
are looking to hold an online information session for those interested in becoming a board
member, as well as meeting in person at school events. Feel free to have a chat with any board
member you might see around the school. We are very approachable.

Fencing
Over the Term 1 holidays, new fencing has been put up around the school perimeter funded by
the Ministry of Education. As part of this project there was an opportunity to fence a smaller
area outside the sliding doors at the end of Kano block. Kano teachers presented to the board
how this will help to provide an outside learning space for Kano students particularly as the
number of students with diverse learning needs increase. The board approved the installation of
fencing which will be a lower height and can be opened up for other use. We are excited about
how this space will be utilised in the future.
Garrick Wood
Chairperson

COMMUNITY NOTICES
If your child loves doing Cartwheels, Handstands & Flips, then
they will thrive at Bigair Gym! TERM 2 CLASSES ARE
STARTING NOW, SO DON’T MISS OUT, BOOK IN TODAY! Bigair
Gym classes are excellent for fun, focus and fitness! Children learn
new skills and develop personal confidence and self-achievement!
Strong focus is given to safety and technique, ranging from
fundamentals to advanced skills. The structured classes follow a
Bigair Badge Programme, which creates focused learning, and allows children to achieve and
progress! Classes include GYMNASTICS, TRAMPOLINING, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING
(thats parkour with flips) & CHEERLEADING! Inquire about Bigair BIRTHDAY PARTIES too!
Its easy to book online at www.bigairgym.co.nz or contact our Bigair Gym office. We
would love to hear from you. Bigair Gym Tawa ph.232 3508 e.office@bigairgym.co.nz
Spotlight Performing Arts classes led by a London West End performer. After school classes
in Aotea, Johnsonville, Karori, Newtown, Lower Hutt and Upper Hutt. Two-week trials available.
If your child likes to sing, dance, act and perform, and you would like your child to build more
confidence and make more friends, get in touch for more information.
www.spotlightperformingarts.co.nz
Wellington Brickshow - Amazing LEGO creations from some of NZ’s best builders, 4 and 5
June at Whirinaki Whare Taonga, Upper Hutt. Tickets available at www.well-lug.nz/tickets

