Important Dates
06 July
General Comments / Milestone Reports
08 July
End of Term 2
25 July
Term 3 starts
28 July
School swimming sports
3 - 4 August
Learning Conversation TBC
15 August
New parents afternoon tea
13 Sept
Young-Tilley Cup Rugby
20-23 Sept
Puāwai Camp
30 Sept
Term 3 ends

Term Dates
Term 1 02 Feb - 14 April
Term 2 02 May - 08 July
Term 3 25 July - 30 Sept
Term 4 17 Oct - 14 Dec
Useful Links
greenacres.school.nz
schooldocs.co.nz

Phone:
232 6445
Cell Phone 021 02565206 (if you prefer texting
absences and if the landline is not working)
Rāapa 6 Hōngongoi 2022
Kam na Mauri
Today’s greeting is from Kiribati and means hello and welcome. It is wonderful making
connections and learning different greetings from our Greenacres whānau. On that note, if you
have a greeting from your culture you would like to share, please come and say ‘hi’ or ‘kam na
mauri’ or ‘ayubowan’ (or send me an email) and we can add it to this panui / newsletter.
General Comments and Milestone Reporting
From later this afternoon, you will be able to view your child’s general comment and milestone
report. As always, we really encourage you to sit down and go through it with your tamariki.
Additionally, it would be tu meke if you wrote a comment to ‘complete the circle’. It reinforces
that we are all working together with our tamariki at the centre.
Covid and Illness
It certainly has been another roller coaster of a term in relation to sickness. Covid is still very
much with us. While the percentage of tamariki who have tested positive has been lower than
many schools and our daily numbers are reasonably low, it is still very much part of our lives at
the moment. Fingers crossed we can remain at Orange and we will remain focused on keeping
Covid at bay as best we can with robust hygiene practices, good ventilation and masks. For
more information about covid vaccinations for tamariki go to www.covid19.govt.nz/tamariki
The number of children away with colds, flu and tummy bugs has been very high. For more
information about getting a free flu vaccination for your child go to www.health.govt.nz
Staff have also been impacted by illnesses. You may have seen in the media that there are
drastic shortages of relieving teachers across the country. This is true here in our area too.
Often we have not been able to get a reliever. Consequently, staff have needed to be highly
creative and collaborative over the last few weeks. I need to acknowledge them for staff doing
such an amazing job keeping programmes going in tough circumstances. In particular, I wanted
to SHOUT OUT to Ange Lamb who has done an amazing job organizing us all and showing her
wonderful critical thinking and communication skills. Ngā mihi Ange!

IF
A highlight of the term was IF. Fridays are such a wonderful day with tamariki following their
passions and opting into a diverse range of activities. The programme is so much richer for
having whānau come into the school and run different programmes. We would love to hear from
you (or a family member) if you were able to join us for six Fridays starting 5 August and
finishing 5 September to take a roopu (group) of enthusiastic Greenacres tamariki. It could be in
any area such as arts and craft, science, IT or sports. We are totally open to suggestions. As
options for ideas, wouldn’t it be amazing to have dance or cooking from different regions? Or
perhaps you want to lead an environmental group?
Swimming Sports
On Thursday 28 July (the first week back) we will be
holding our Greenacres swimming sports for years 4-6
at Tawa pool. We will head down to the pool at 11am
and return by 3:00pm. Due to increased costs of
buses, pool hire and lifeguards/officials we ask for $10
per child as a contribution. Please pay by Wednesday
the 27 July either via Hero, into the school bank
account 123254 000419500 or eftpos at the office. We
will send out a schedule of races next term and we
would love to see whānau at the pool to support and
encourage the students.
Yummy Fruit Stickers
It's that time of year again: collecting as
many Yummy fruit stickers as possible so
that we can claim our share of a $250,000
prize pool! To make it easier this year you
can collect a sticker collection sheet from
the office and return it to Mr Conway
(Māhuri) when it's full. We have until the
end of term 3 to collect as many as
possible - so start straight away if you can!
Please visit www.yummyfruit.co.nz/schools
for more information about the promotion
and which stickers are accepted. We
recommend reading 'How to play' and the FAQs.
School Photos
It has been a busy term for the photographers, catching up with all the schools that were
Covid-affected. They are currently processing our photos which will be completed during the
holidays so you can expect to receive them early next term.
Sausage sizzle
There will be no sausage sizzle this week. Additionally, the events committee is taking a break
from doing this each week. As a school, we are incredibly grateful for all your mahi and the
money that you raised for the school. It really makes a difference in these tough economic times.
THANK YOU!
Keeping Ourselves Safe
I just wanted to follow up on the post I sent on Friday. Please keep talking to your tamariki about
practices that can keep them safe. Most importantly, NEVER getting in a car without your
parents’ permission. Walking to and from school with friends is also a good thing to do with our
older students (when they don’t have mum or dad there).

Dress Up Day

Winter Sports
Players of the Day 2 July
Netball
Adele Alderson
Hockey Yr 3/4 Lightning Sam Stenner and Georgia Alderson
Hockey Yr 5/6 Storm
Lucy Kleyne

Thank you for another fantastic term. Once again, it was not without its challenges but the
Greenacres wairua / spirit was evident. With all those winter illnesses, the break is coming at the
right time.
Kia haumaru i ēnei hararei - Be safe over these holidays.
Ngā mihi
Mike Thomas
Principal

BOARD UPDATE
Triennial Elections
Triennial school board elections will be held next term. Key dates that you need to know are:
●
●
●

Call for nominations - 15 July 2022
Nominations close - Friday 5 August 2022
Election Day - Wednesday 7 September 2022

Further information on becoming a board member, including short informative videos, is
available here https://www.schoolboardelections.org.nz/becoming-a-board-member/
Information will also soon be available from the office.
Finally feel free to ask any board parent representatives you may see around the school.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
If your child loves doing Cartwheels, Handstands & Flips, then
they will thrive at Bigair Gym! Bigair Gym classes are excellent for
fun, focus and fitness! Children learn new skills and develop personal
confidence and self-achievement! Strong focus is given to safety and
technique, ranging from fundamentals to advanced skills. The
structured classes follow a Bigair Badge Programme, which creates
focused learning, and allows children to achieve and progress!
Classes include GYMNASTICS, TRAMPOLINING, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING (that’s
parkour with flips) & CHEERLEADING! Inquire about Bigair BIRTHDAY PARTIES too!
GET IN QUICK FOR TERM 3 GYM CLASSES & BIGAIRS POPULAR HOLIDAY
PROGRAMME! Bookings open Mon 27 June. Booking in is easy online at
www.bigairgym.co.nz or contact Bigair Gym Tawa office 2323508 today or email
office@bigairgym.co.nz We would love to hear from you.
Seeking new volunteers for Tawa Brownies!
We are seeking new leaders to join the team at Tawa Brownies and support 20 girls aged 7 - 9
years. Are you keen to volunteer? We are hopeful that we can find a new volunteer with
availability to lead Tawa Brownies with the current schedule, on a Thursday from 3.45pm 5.15pm. Ideally we'll get a new person (or two!) in Term Three, so that they can learn alongside
our current leaders. But, if you or someone you know is keen to volunteer but unavailable at that
time, please still get in touch.
Go to https://girlguidingnz.org.nz/volunteers/ to find out more, or contact Katrina at
ggnz.rangituhi@gmail.com
Elements Rhythmic Gymnastics is a not-for-profit Rhythmic Gymnastics Club run by
volunteers.Is your daughter or son looking for something a little different to do in Term 3? Come
along to a Rhythmic Gymnastics class and give it a try! Email info@rhythmicgym.nz to arrange
a FREE trial. For more information about Elements and our classes, visit www.rhythmicgym.nz
SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES
Our hugely popular Kelly Sports Holiday
Programme is back for the July Holidays for
children aged 5-13 years.
Come and join the Kelly Sports coaches for the
best in sports coaching and competitions, we
have created an Action Packed Programme
including:
Battle Royal Day, International Sports Day, Rural
Games Day, Hockey Day, Commonwealth Games Day
"A Magical Madness day with Zappo the Magician who is coming to Kelly Sports with his brand
new Magical Workshop"
plus great trips to: Laserforce, The Lanes (Ten Pin Bowling), and the movie "Lightyear"
To see the Activity Planner click here: Porirua Activity Planner
For full details and to enrol into our programmes visit www.kellysports.co.nz email
adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201
Fun creative drama workshop with Rachel Coward, ages 7+, Wednesday 20 July, 10am-2pm.
For more information contact rachel@funcreative.co or 027 3221101
Staglands Wildlife Reserve and Cafe has lots going on these holidays, including FREE
marshmallows for ALL visitors. Visit https://www.staglands.co.nz for all the details.

