Newsletter
IMPORTANT DATES
Term 4
02 Dec Zoom meeting
with prospective
new entrant
parents
08 Dec ‘Big Day In’
14 Dec End of Year
Celebration
15 Dec Term 4 finishes
12.30pm

2022 Term Dates
T1 02 Feb - 14 April
T2 02 May - 24 June
T3 25 Jul - 30 Sep
T4 17 Oct - 14 Dec

Assemblies
While we remain in
Level 2 there will be no
parent assemblies.

Wednesday 1 December 2021

Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Nameste, Ni hao,
Shalom, As-salāmu ʿalaykum and Greetings
Citizenship Award
We were incredibly proud that Neia Pepe
was named as the Greenacres recipient
of the Tawa Citizenship Award for 2021.
Neia received this award from Andy
Foster - the Mayor of Wellington - on
Thursday night at a very special
ceremony. Neia received the award for
her amazing service to Greenacres
School. Below is the citation that Rob
Calder read to the audience last week.
“Neia is a thoroughly deserving winner of
the Citizenship award for Greenacres
School this year. She is hard working,
kind, supportive and someone who is
looked up to by her peers. She seeks out
leadership opportunities, and is always
the first to offer to help or work with other students around our school. She has
been particularly important in being able to build relationships to support some of
our younger students. A fantastic characteristic of Neia is that she has always
been this warm and generous person naturally, not needing external motivation
like our school house points in order for her to offer to help out. Neia, you have a
big future ahead and should be proud of what you achieved at Greenacres.
Kei te tuoheke, he maunga teitei. Pursue excellence.
If you should stumble, let it be to a lofty mountain.”

Board Meeting
The final Board meeting for this year is being held next Tuesday 7 December,
6-8pm in the Greenacres staffroom. If you are interested in attending please
email chairperson@greenacres.school.nz. This is a great opportunity for parents
thinking of becoming a board member.

Useful Links
greenacres.school.nz

Covid Update and Events

schooldocs.co.nz

No doubt you have all heard that everyone in Aotearoa will move to the new
COVID-19 Traffic Light Framework on Friday, 3 December. Our region will be
moving to ORANGE.

“Together we encourage, challenge and inspire while fostering a love of learning”

Iona Holsted, the Secretary for Education has explained clearly that this means schools will retain their
existing COVID-19 settings until the end of the 2021 calendar year. The COVID-19 Protection Framework
settings will come into effect for all schools from 1 January 2022.
This new Traffic Light System means that at this stage we won’t be changing the way we are currently
operating. We will continue to have parents drop off and pick up at the gate each day.
We can go ahead with our End of Year Celebration and Year Six Graduation evening but sadly we will not
be able to have parents join us. For the End of Year Celebration we will video the event and share this with
you. We appreciate this is far from ideal and was not an easy decision and one we sort advice over. Thank
you very much for your ongoing support and patience in this most challenging situation.
For next year, we can continue onsite learning, regardless of what setting (red, orange or green) we are in.
This is great news for tamariki, as normal routines at school bring a sense of calm and security, which
naturally impacts positively on learning. We look forward to more freedoms in 2022.
Health, safety and wellbeing will continue to be a priority for us and the same public health measures you
are very familiar with will remain in place:
•

good hygiene and cleaning
contact tracing systems in place
vaccination requirements for workers (paid and unpaid)
if you are sick, you must stay home and get tested
good ventilation

And if we are at Red at any stage next year:
•
•

face coverings will be required at school when indoors for students and staff in years 4 – 13
we will ask that only essential visitors come onsite

With all these measures in place, public health has confirmed the risk of infection remains low when at
school, with households continuing to be where COVID-19 is spreading the most. However, if we do have
someone confirmed with COVID-19 in our school, we have a plan in place to manage this and will contact
parents/whanau as soon as possible.
If you’d like to learn more about the framework visit COVID-19 Protection Framework.

Classes for 2022 and Transition Visits
In preparation for 2022, before the term ends, we have scheduled ‘Transition Visits’ to allow students in
Years 0-5 to meet their teacher and classmates for next year. This year our transition visits will take place
on Friday 10 December. On this day General Comments will be available on Hero. At the end of the
general comment will be a sentence letting you know your child’s class / team for 2022.
Additionally on Hero, you will be able to access your child’s Milestone Report. We will provide you with more
information about the Milestone Report in next week's newsletter.
Ngā manaakitanga
Mike Thomas

Fundraising Raffle - Events Committee
The raffle tickets are currently being printed and should be distributed to you on Friday - the printer had a
problem with the machine so there has been a delay. This means the timeframe for selling the tickets will be
quite short, so please get out there selling as soon as you get the tickets!

COMMUNITY NOTICES
PRE-CHRISTMAS DROP & SHOP
Bigair Gym is running its popular Pre-CHRISTMAS DROP & SHOP HOLIDAY
PROGRAMME on
Monday 20, Tuesday 21 & Wednesday 22 December 2021. Book your kids in for
some active fun, giving you time to finish work, and complete Christmas preparations
& shopping!
Samuel Marsden Collegiate School – Girls Year 7 entry 2022
Enrolments for entry in 2022 are now due. For questions, to organise a personal tour or day in class for you
daughter please contact Enrolment Registrar Leigh McCathie on 476 8707. marsden.school.nz

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES & ACTIVITIES
JANUARY HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
Bigair Gyms January Holiday Programme is running from the 10 – 28 Jan 2022. This
involves gym circuits, challenges, competitions, free play, structured games, and
talent quests. Spaces are limited, so book online today! www.bigairgym.co.nz
KELLY SPORTS JANUARY 2022 HOLIDAY PROGRAMME – NGATITOA DOMAIN (Yrs
5-13)
From 10 January 2022, our hugely popular Kelly Sports Holiday Programme is back for
the January Holidays for children 5-13 years. Come and join the Kelly Sports coaches
for the best in sports coaching and competitions
We have created an Action Packed Programme including:
Football Frienzy, USA Sports Day, H20 Lets Go Day! The Ultimate Warrior Day, Kids VS
Coaches, Kids Choice Day, Superhero Day plus trips to Aotea Lagoon, Staglands, Awesome
Bounce, Ten Pin Bowling and the Movie Sing 2! plus Zappo the Magician is coming to Kelly
Sports and lots more! To enrol go to https://kellysports.co.nz/kelly_events/view/13504

Welly Philosophy & Creativity is a new holiday programme offered in January 2022. It invites young
people aged 7-14 to grow as critical and creative thinkers in a fun and playful atmosphere. Designed by a
team of educators and researchers at Victoria University of Wellington, the programme includes a mix of:
Philosophical dialogues to explore fascinating questions that matter to young people and to the
•
world;
Collaborative creative projects, from making witty comic books to putting on whimsical plays;
•
Outdoor activities including sports, camp games and scavenger hunts!
•
Dates: January 10-14 for children aged 7 to 10; January 24-28 for children aged 11 to 14.
Time: Drop off 8.30-9am; pick up 3.30-4.30pm.
Location: Ridgway School, 120 Mornington Road, Brooklyn, Wellington 6021.
Cost: $75 per child. To find out more information about the programme and to fill out an Expression of
Interest form: https://wellyphilosophy.wufoo.com/forms/expression-of-interest/
Artrageous Kids holiday programmes for Dec & Jan - Aimed at children aged 5-10 years. Our classes
provide a space for all children to explore at their own pace; chaotic or careful, gingerly or with gusto,
tiptoeing or tromping. Our aim is to draw out their creativity, not stuff things in! Bookings essential. BOOK
NOW via our website artrageouskids.co.nz!
Venue: Poneke Dojo, Prince of Wales Park, Salisbury Tce, Mt Cook, Wellington
Dates: 16-23 December and 10 January - 2 February
Hours: 8.30am–3:00pm $79 and after care 3:00pm-5.30pm $15
admin@artrageouskids.co.nz
Remarkable Holiday Programme - multi-sport programme for half or full days. Fully qualified and
experienced coaches run a multitude of sports including tennis, touch football, cricket, soccer, squash,
badminton plus many more. Operates in all weathers. Book now at remarkabletennis.co.nz or
02041896028.

