Important Dates
01 July
Sausage sizzle
01 July
Kano Assembly
07 July
Puāwai Assembly
06 July
General Comments / Milestone Reports
08 July
End of Term 2
25 July
Term 3 starts
Phone:
232 6445
Cell Phone 021 02565206
(if you prefer texting absences)

Term Dates
Term 1 02 Feb - 14 April
Term 2 02 May - 08 July
Term 3 25 July - 30 Sept
Term 4 17 Oct - 14 Dec
Useful Links
greenacres.school.nz
schooldocs.co.nz

Rāapa 29 Pipiri 2022

Ayubowan : ආයුබෝවන්
Today’s greeting is in Sinhalese, one of the two official languages of Sri Lanka and the home
language of a number of our Greenacres whānau. It means “May you be blessed with a long life”.
Powhiri and Matariki Celebrations
Mānawatia a Matariki! I trust you had an enjoyable, fun and safe Matariki weekend. Wasn’t it
wonderful having an extra day to spend with whānau and friends?
Last Thursday really was a very special day here at school. Thank you to all who could make it.
Our powhiri was tu meke. While it was makariri, it was dry and very still and you could feel the
wairua around school. It was wonderful to formally welcome our new whānau. Our Kapa Haka
were tremendous in their leadership.
This was followed by Matariki activities in our Whare Roopu (House Groups) which the tamariki
loved and were totally engaged. We also enjoyed a sharing assembly in the afternoon which was
wonderful. The level of te reo Māori of presenters was very impressive. Ka pai Adele and Lucas.

General Comments and Milestone Reporting
Available next week on Hero will be your child’s mid-year general comment. Additionally, Milestone
reports will be made available to you. As in 2021, these will be shown on a graph. The graphs are
updated twice a year against curriculum levels and sublevels (e.g. 2 Early or 2B) and are an
‘overall teacher judgment’ (OTJ) based on students' consistent, confident and independent
performance in class. Standardised testing is used to help make these professional judgements
along with rigorous moderation and teacher discussion.

Due to a curriculum level spanning more than 2 years (as shown above) and the breadth and
depth of each level, not all students will move on their graph each reporting period. If a student
stays at the same sublevel this does not mean they are not making progress. In many
circumstances, they will be working through the content at an expected rate. Students often need
to consolidate a curriculum level before moving to the next. As students move through the
curriculum levels, the levels become broader and involve higher levels of critical thinking and
application. An example of this is that in Reading Level 1 has more steps than Level 3. E.g.: 18
reading levels at Curriculum level 1 as opposed to 4 for Level 3.
You may notice that there are flat points on the graphs as students consolidate their learning,
particularly as they jump curriculum levels. The structure of the graph is pretty clear and provides
this room for consolidation.

Throughout the year, teachers and whānau
maintain regular contact around their child’s
individual progress and ideas for support (eg.
through weekly team updates, individual seesaw /
hero posts, newsletters, emails, calls, learning
conversations etc.). Any student who is not making
expected progress or is ‘working towards’ the
expected level has been identified and plans will be
put in place to support them as our priority / growth
learners.
The Milestone Reports work in conjunction with the
In-Time Posts you have been receiving this year. Reading, writing and maths posts shared with
you show specific progress and achievement. Progression can also often be made in motivation,
attitude or the confidence gained by the student as they consolidate their skills and knowledge.
As the general comments and Milestone reports are being loaded on the report pages, we will be
turning off parent access to the reporting page, and reopening it next Wednesday 6 July once all
the new content has been uploaded. We will send out a reminder next week once the 2022 mid
year report information has been reopened for parent access.
Informing us about Attendance
Just a reminder that it is very helpful if you let us know by 9am if your child is going to be absent
from school. The best way to do this is through the Hero app. On the home page there is an icon
that says ‘Report an Absence’ if you just tap on this, it will only take a few seconds to advise us of
your child’s absence. It will instantly be visible to the teachers and the office. If you would like to
ring to provide more information, please use the school landline 2326445 and press ‘1’ to leave an
absence. Lastly if you prefer to text please send to 02102565206. Please note that this number is
for texts only. Please do not ring the number or leave voicemail messages unless our landlines are
not operational.
Covid and Illness
Currently we have five tamariki at home after testing positive for Covid. We only have one child at
home isolating as a household contact. According to our records, 44% of the tamariki have tested
positive for Covid this year.
We have had high numbers of children away with other illnesses such as colds and flu, especially
this week. We continue to promote good ventilation and strong hygiene practices here at school.
Thank you for keeping your children at home if they are unwell. Of course regular attendance at
school is important but when you are unwell, the best thing for ALL concerned is to stay home.
Sausage Sizzle
The sausage sizzle will resume this Friday 1 July, $2 per sausage, cash please.
Ngā mihi
Mike Thomas
Principal

BOARD UPDATE
Triennial Elections
Next Tuesday 5 July from 7pm-7:30pm we will hold an online presentation for those interested in
becoming a board member. The presentation will cover the role of the board and the election
process. The presentation will be for approximately 20 minutes with time for questions and
answers afterwards.
A link to the online session will be sent out on Hero later this week.
The session will be recorded for those who cannot make it.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
If your child loves doing Cartwheels, Handstands & Flips, then
they will thrive at Bigair Gym! Bigair Gym classes are excellent for
fun, focus and fitness! Children learn new skills and develop personal
confidence and self-achievement! Strong focus is given to safety and
technique, ranging from fundamentals to advanced skills. The
structured classes follow a Bigair Badge Programme, which creates
focused learning, and allows children to achieve and progress!
Classes include GYMNASTICS, TRAMPOLINING, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING (that’s parkour
with flips) & CHEERLEADING! Inquire about Bigair BIRTHDAY PARTIES too!
GET IN QUICK FOR TERM 3 GYM CLASSES & BIGAIRS POPULAR HOLIDAY PROGRAMME!
Bookings open Mon 27 June. Booking in is easy online at www.bigairgym.co.nz or contact Bigair
Gym Tawa office 2323508 today or email office@bigairgym.co.nz We would love to hear from
you.
Seeking new volunteers for Tawa Brownies!
We are seeking new leaders to join the team at Tawa Brownies and support 20 girls aged 7 - 9
years. Are you keen to volunteer? Could you help us find someone who might be interested? We
are hopeful that we can find a new volunteer with availability to lead Tawa Brownies with the
current schedule, on a Thursday from 3.45pm - 5.15pm. Ideally we'll get a new person (or two!) in
Term Three, so that they can learn alongside our current leaders. But, if you or someone you know
is keen to volunteer but unavailable at that time, please still get in touch.
Go to https://girlguidingnz.org.nz/volunteers/ to find out more, or contact Katrina at
ggnz.rangituhi@gmail.com
Medical Research Institute of NZ is looking for children from 5-15 years of age to take part in the
Children’s Anti-inflammatory Reliever Study (CARE) comparing two different asthma inhalers. To
take part in the study children need to have been diagnosed with asthma by a doctor and only use
a reliever inhaler. For more information email care@mrinz.ac.nz or phone 027 3271191 or 8050201.
Also you can check the website https://www.mrinz.ac.nz/currently-recruiting/care-study

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES
Our hugely popular Kelly Sports Holiday Programme is
back for the July Holidays for children aged 5-13 years.
Come and join the Kelly Sports coaches for the best in
sports coaching and competitions, we have created an
Action Packed Programme including:
Battle Royal Day, International Sports Day, Rural
Games Day, Hockey Day, Commonwealth Games Day
"A Magical Madness day with Zappo the Magician who
is coming to Kelly Sports with his brand new Magical
Workshop" plus great trips to: Laserforce, The Lanes (Ten Pin Bowling), and the movie "Lightyear"
To see the Activity Planner click here: Porirua Activity Planner
For full details and to enrol into our programmes visit www.kellysports.co.nz
adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201

email

Tawa College Hockey Skills Clinic - The college 1st X1 boys and girls hockey teams are fundraising to get
to the Winter Tournament in Nelson. Coaching is at Tawa College Sports Turf. and is as follows
Tuesday 19 July 10am - 12 noon and Thursday 21 July 2pm - 4pm. Cost $30 per child.

Bring drink, shin pads, hockey stick, mouth guard. To book email tawagirlshockey@gmail.com or
tawacollegeboys1steleven@gmail.com Payment to bank account 38-9011-0082903-04 with first and last
name and ref ‘skills’
Whitby Collegiate App Development Holiday Programme
Whitby Collegiate will be hosting a 3 day App Development holiday programme in July. Our IT expert will
teach students to create games for Android and iPhone using Python and the Kivy Library. The games will be
optimised for desktop and mobile and packaged so that they can be shared with friends and family.
Programme details:
Dates: Monday 18 - Wednesday 20 July 2022
Time: 9:00am - 4:00pm
Cost: $250
The class is open to students from Year 6 and up . No previous experience necessary but always helpful.
Students must bring a Windows laptop with admin rights on the first day so that relevant software can be
loaded by the instructor. Please bring a packed lunch, snacks and water. Lunch options are available for $10
per day.
To book and pay, please register on the Whitby Collegiate website's holiday programme page
https://www.whitbycollegiate.school.nz/ or via the following link:
https://form.jotform.com/whitbyenrol/app-development-holiday-programme
Whitby Collegiate Robotics Holiday Programme
Whitby Collegiate will be hosting a 3 day robotics holiday programme in July. Our robotics expert will teach
students how to build and programme a drivable robot, which will operate autonomously, collecting and using
sensor data. On the final day students will collaborate in teams and watch their robots come to life playing a
football match. Students keep their robots after the programme. Limited spaces available.
Programme details:
Dates: Monday 25 - Wednesday 27 July 2022
Time: 9:00am - 4:00pm
Cost: $350
The programme is open to students from Year 6 and up. No previous experience necessary, other than an
enthusiasm and interest in robotics. Students must bring a Windows or Apple laptop. Please bring a packed
lunch, snacks and water. Lunch options are available for $10.
To book and pay, please register on the Whitby Collegiate website's holiday programme page
https://www.whitbycollegiate.school.nz/ or via the following link:
https://form.jotform.com/whitbyenrol/robotics-ai-holiday-programme

