
Important Dates
29 August         New parents afternoon tea (new date)
13 Sept             Young-Tilley Cup Rugby
20-23 Sept        Puāwai Camp
30 Sept             Term 3 ends

Phone:        232 6445
Cell Phone 021 02565206 (if you prefer texting
absences and if the landline is not working)

Term Dates
Term 1 02 Feb - 14 April
Term 2 02 May - 08 July
Term 3 25 July - 30 Sept
Term 4 17 Oct - 14 Dec

Useful Links
greenacres.school.nz
schooldocs.co.nz

Rāapa 10 Here-turi-kōkā 2022

Kia Ōrana
Today’s greeting is from the Cook Islands. It was Cook Island Language week last week and it was
pākau (awesome) seeing the tamariki learning the language from this beautiful part of the world. It
is also the language of a number of our Greenacres whānau.

Nau mai haere mai
Last week we welcomed Ethan Antliff and Josh Tosswill to Kano. We wish them and their families
all the best on their learning journey with us.

Winter Weather
Tāwhirimātea - the Māori god of weather has certainly been making himself
known this week. The ua (rain) and hau (wind) have been pretty fierce.
Despite the bad weather, it was wonderful to be back and see all the tamariki
after being stuck at home with Covid. We even have a bit of sun today for our
planting.

Not surprisingly, we continue to have lots of winter illnesses. Team Kano has had a big focus on
keeping healthy and learning about germs. It was great to hear them explaining so clearly the
actions they can take to keep safe from germs and illness. At the end of this newsletter is
information provided by the MoE about keeping well this winter; as well as some guidelines about
returning to school after illness. There are also links in regards to accessing free masks and RATs.

Greenacres Swimming Sports
It seems a while ago now but on 28 July we held our School Swimming Sports. The day went very
well with lots of effort, skill and enjoyment and there was even time for a free swim at the end.
There were lots of tired bodies on the way home.

Well done to the following tamariki who qualified for Tawa Zone Sports
Adele Alderson, Archie Precious, Ben Currey, Cameron Parkin, Carly Sutton,
Charlotte Candy, Cora Keen, Devon Mason, Ella Burrage, Emma Barkwith,
Georgia Alderson, Grace Jull, Jacob Lunny, Lilly Currey, Lucas Turner
Mackenzie Dillon, Maddox Murray, Max Zhang, McKenna Thomas, Rhys
Stephens, Ruby Brown, Taylor McLaren.



BSLA (Better Start Literacy Approach)
On Monday evening, Kano hosted an evening introducing BSLA for Kano parents. We are
embarking on this exciting new programme with the support of the MoE and the University of
Canterbury. The programme has been piloted and tested throughout Aotearoa and is proving very
effective in advancing the reading and spelling of 5-6 year olds. It is specifically designed for our
New Zealand context and is being supported by new Ready to Read Phonics Plus readers. As part
of this programme, as well as in school mahi, the Kano teachers, Hilary Jones and Ange Lamb are
also working in their own time to complete their micro-credentials in BSLA. This is a big
commitment and we wish them well in their additional study.

Taking Action for our Environment
As you may be aware, Team Puāwai have been taking part in the
Mountains to Sea programme. As a result, Reuben, Archie and
Hayden wanted to take an action to make a positive contribution
to our environment. They planned and organised a clean up at
Willowbank Reserve on Sunday and picked up 15-20kg of trash.
These Year 6 lads have also made a connection with the
Environmental Club at TIS!

What a wonderful example of our tamariki understanding their role
as Kaitiaki of our environment.  Tu meke!

Winter Sports
Players of the Day 30 July
Netball                              No official game
Hockey Yr 3/4 Lightning Won by default
Hockey Yr 5/6 Storm        Sophia Pinkham

Players of the Day 6 August
Netball                              Jack Clark
Hockey Yr 3/4 Lightning Lucas Boult and Hayley Fenton
Hockey Yr 5/6 Storm        Cora Keen

Stay warm and well!

Mā te wā
Mike Thomas
Principal



BOARD UPDATE
Triennial Elections

Welcome to Term 3 - it’s hard to believe that half of the school year has gone by.

Thank you to all those who put themselves forward for nomination for the school board election. We
received 9 nominations which is very healthy for the school.

As we received more nominations than positions available, we will be proceeding to an election.

The Board encourages you all to vote. This is your opportunity as parents and caregivers to have a
say in who represents you and your tamariki. Board members are entrusted by you and the
community to ensure the success of Greenacres School.

At the close of nominations at 12 noon Wednesday, 3 August 3, the following
nominations were received for parent vacancies on the School Board

* Catherine Burrage
* Peter Dear
* Michael Gray
* Elizabeth (Liz) Joy Jull
* Carole Judith Mills
* Karen O'Rourke
* Carly Ellen Skerrett
* Cam Turner
* Garrick Wood

Our returning officer will distribute papers on how you vote electronically by email Wednesday 10
August 2022. For those without valid email addresses they will be mailed voting papers for a paper
vote. Candidate profiles are available at https://greenacres.boardelections.nz/

Voting closes on 12 noon Wednesday, 7 September.

Results will be on your school portal for candidates and school at 12 noon Tuesday, 13 September
and then email.

The new Board takes office Wednesday 14 September 2022.



Winter wellness guide for tamariki
With a rise in COVID-19, seasonal colds, flu and other respiratory infections in our communities,
this guidance is to help you manage your child’s illness.

KEY WELLNESS INDICATORS

· Healthy young children can have up to 8 to 12 colds or upper respiratory tract infections
each year. These are a normal part of childhood.

· A child must stay at home if they appear unwell or if they develop any of these
symptoms: new runny nose, sore throat, cough, fever, vomiting, diarrhoea, rash, they
are off their food and drink or show signs of feeling miserable.

· If a child becomes increasingly unwell and/or you are concerned about them, call your
GP or Healthline on 0800 611 116. A child who is refusing to drink anything is likely to
be very unwell.

· If an in-person appointment is required, follow your GP’s processes, which will include
everyone wearing a mask if they can safely and practically do so.

· If you or a child you are caring for develops difficulty breathing, severe chest pain,
fainting or becomes unconscious, call 111 immediately.

Find reliable information on how to manage colds and flus on KidsHealth and Health Navigator.

Information about health and wellbeing of tamariki and rangatahi – KidsHealth
Health information for New Zealanders – Health Navigator

COVID-19 GUIDANCE

● If your child has COVID-19 symptoms, the child and anyone in their household with similar
symptoms should be tested for COVID-19.

● If any household members are COVID-19 positive, other household members are at high
risk of becoming infected. Everyone must isolate for at least seven days from the day that
the first person receives their positive test result or becomes symptomatic (whichever is
earliest).

● All household contacts, including children, need to take a rapid antigen test (RAT) on day
three and day seven, or sooner if they develop symptoms. A person who has had
COVID-19 in the past 90 days, does not need to isolate again as a household contact.

● Anyone who experiences symptoms 29 days or longer after previous COVID-19 infection
should test and will need to isolate if they test positive.

If your child:
● has been isolating with COVID 19 and is feeling well after seven days, they can return to

school
● continues to be unwell and/or has symptoms after their seven-day isolation period has

ended, they should remain at home to recover until 24 hours after their symptoms end
● still feels unwell or their symptoms are worsening after ten days, they should not return to

school. Call your GP or Healthline on 0800 611 116 for medical advice.

Find detailed information about COVID-19 symptoms on the Ministry of Health and Unite Against
COVID-19 websites.

About COVID-19 – Ministry of Health
Information about COVID-19 – Unite Against COVID-19

https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/
https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/about-covid-19#symptoms
https://covid19.govt.nz/


HOW TO KNOW IF YOUR CHILD SHOULD STAY AT HOME

● If a child has been unwell with an illness other than COVID-19, they can return to their
school 24 hours after they have significantly improved and are behaving/eating normally.

● If a child still has a runny nose or dry cough without any other symptoms such as a fever,
vomiting or diarrhoea, they are unlikely to be infectious and could be considered well
enough to attend school. They should not be required to provide a doctor’s certificate or
clearance to return.

● Any child who has a runny nose after a change in temperature – for example, moving from
outdoors to indoors – or sneezes due to obvious stimuli (such as the sun or dust) does not
need to be sent home.

● Hay fever and other allergies can show similar symptoms to the common cold such as
sneezing, a runny or stuffy nose and coughing. If a child has a history of allergic symptoms
and shows one or more of these symptoms, or an itchy face (especially around the eyes or
throat), consider if hay fever or an allergy could be the cause. You may want to check with
the child’s caregiver to confirm.

IDEAS FOR KEEPING CHILDREN HEALTHY THIS WINTER

Follow this guidance to help keep children and whānau stay healthy during the winter months.

Provide children with healthy and nutritious food to eat. Healthy eating supports immunity and helps
our bodies to work well and feel good.

Food, activity and sleep – Ministry of Health

Support children to get enough sleep. Sleep is important for restoring energy, maintaining mental
and physically wellbeing, learning, and aiding healthy growth and development.

Helping young children sleep better – Ministry of Health

Encourage and create opportunities for children to be active. Being active at home, at school, at
play during the weekends and in the community helps children maintain good health and wellbeing.

Activities for children and young people – Ministry of Health

It is a good idea to encourage children to play outdoors – they just need to be dressed warmly
during the winter months.

Being outdoors helps to boost children’s immune systems through exposure to fresh air and
enables them to make vitamin D from exposure to the sun.

ACCESS TO FREE FACE MASKS

More masks are being provided in the community to help stop the spread of COVID-19. You do not
need to have COVID-19 or have COVID-19 symptoms to get free masks.
Both medical masks and P2/N95 particulate respirator masks are available (with people at higher
risk of severe illness being prioritised for P2/N95 masks).

https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep/sleeping/helping-young-children-sleep-better
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep/physical-activity/being-active-everyone-every-age/activities-children-and-young-people


Find out about higher risk people:

Higher risk people – Ministry of Health

You can get free face masks by:
· picking them up from testing centres and collection points alongside your free rapid

antigen tests (RATs)
· visiting a participating pharmacy
· talking to a participating GP or alternative community healthcare provider.

To order RATs online visit the Ministry of Health website.

Rapid antigen testing (RAT) – Ministry of Health

Alternatively, if you’re unable to order RATs online or visit a participating healthcare provider in
person, call 0800 222 478 and select option 3.

For a list of testing locations with free face masks visit the Health Point website.

COVID-19 testing – Health Point

https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-specific-audiences/covid-19-higher-risk-people?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=COVID-19%20health%20key%20messages%20-%2028%20July%202022&utm_content=COVID-19%20health%20key%20messages%20-%2028%20July%202022+CID_cbbe6cc004d9db049b0acdf5b6b8ef1b&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=people%20at%20highest%20risk%20of%20severe%20illness
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/covid-19-testing/rapid-antigen-testing-rat#general_public
https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/covid-19/?covidTesting=im%3A1374240


COMMUNITY NOTICES

Parent Support Groups are get togethers for parents or caregivers raising children with
disabilities, neurodiverse conditions, health impairments or special needs. They are safe spaces
for family and whanau to share and learn information from each other to help and support your
along your journey. A Tawa group meets each month on the first Wednesday of the month. For
more information contact Due on 027 8083947 or suet@parent2parent.org.nz

Recycling Clothing Sale - Saturday 13 August 10am - 2.00pm, held at the Salvation Army, 177
Main Road, Tawa. Stall holders from many well-known brands. Come on down and have fun
shopping. Women’s, men’s and children's clothing. Cafe will be operating too.

If your child loves doing Cartwheels, Handstands & Flips, then they
will thrive at Bigair Gym! Bigair Gym classes are excellent for fun,
focus and fitness! Children learn new skills and develop personal
confidence and self-achievement! Strong focus is given to safety and
technique, ranging from fundamentals to advanced skills. The
structured classes follow a Bigair Badge Programme, which creates
focused learning, and allows children to achieve and progress!
Classes include GYMNASTICS, TRAMPOLINING, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING (that’s parkour
with flips) & CHEERLEADING! Inquire about Bigair BIRTHDAY PARTIES too!
GET IN QUICK FOR TERM 3 GYM CLASSES & BIGAIRS POPULAR HOLIDAY PROGRAMME!
Bookings open Mon 27 June. Booking in is easy online at www.bigairgym.co.nz or contact Bigair
Gym Tawa office 2323508 today or email office@bigairgym.co.nz We would love to hear from you.

Tawa Floorball. Want to Try Something New? Come along and try floorball (sometimes called
unihoc or unihockey), first 2 sessions free! Tawa Rec Centre, 38 Duncan Street (Tawa College), all
equipment provided.
Wednesdays 27 July to 23 September
Years 1-6 3:45pm – 4:35pm
Years 7 up 4:40pm – 5:30pm
(Adults are also welcome)
Facebook - Tawa Floorball - Home | Facebook
Email – tawafloorball@gmail.com

Tawa Squash Club - Term 3 Junior Programme - Monday night coaching begins Monday 1 August
- 2 sessions, 4:20 - 5pm, 5pm - 5:40pm. Cost $100 per term, 8 sessions. Run by a qualified club
coach. Junior Club nights begin Friday 5 August . 5pm - 7pm. $5 for non members (first night free),
free for members. Run by a qualified club coach. Parents most welcome to stay and observe or
relax, food and refreshments available. Mums N Bubs Thursday mornings 9:30am - 11am. Drop the
older kids at school and come and have fun while learning how to play the "Healthiest Sport in the
World" (bringing bubs is optional). Safe area for littlies. In all cases rackets, balls and eyewear are
available at the club for loan. Non marking shoes are required.For more details contact Peter 027
677 8274 or peter@tawasquash.co.nz 67 Main Road, Tawa (next to St Francis Xavier School)

mailto:suet@parent2parent.org.nz
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.bigairgym.co.nz_&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=EGMKNrSWTL7Fi2xlRlSk1TioyhVM3QfjUg1ZD2-8PI8&m=kr-xLbCes5gnXVEG_5I82wbNdrTnN0q_nfxoHYMSSEBN-gGABzcHTI2eUZvlry0A&s=qsNaggmcJ91u60epLiqnCxu6AX2FFu7WtEqeKu3Pq9c&e=
mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz

